
Background information on testing and RASFF in the Netherlands 

In the past years, there were several RASFF notifications on ochratoxin in pistachios, all in the 

Netherlands.  The Dutch National Authority uses the LC MS method to test for aflatoxins. Since this 

method is very sensitive, it also gives the values for ochratoxin A (OTA). Therefore, when the Dutch 

authorities test pistachios for aflatoxins they also get results for OTA. We are not aware of other 

Member States doing the same. 

The Dutch notifications refer to the EU legislation: 

- In line with the EU General Food law 178/2002 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?qid=1490094283147&uri=CELEX:02002R0178-20140630) food should not be  put 

on the EU market if it is unsafe.  

There are EU maximum levels for ochratoxin in a selected group of products, however not for 

pistachios.   

The highest maximum level in Commission Regulation (EC) 1881/2006 (http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1487167308927&uri=CELEX:02006R1881-20160401) for a 

single food product is 10 ppb for dried vine fruit (only spices and liquorice have higher levels).  

The Dutch legislation: 

The Netherlands has issued several RASFF notifications for OTA in pistachios based on test results 

from the NVWA (Dutch Food Safety Authority - NVWA: Nederlandse Voedsel en Waren Autoriteit), 

which are shared with the operator in the form of a standard report.  Dutch authorities typically also 

include this report in their RASFF notification.   

 In this report, the NVWA test results show the measured aflatoxin as well as OTA levels  

 NVWA provides its judgement on conformity or non-conformity 

 This judgement is based on the comparison with the NVWA legal norm for those mycotoxins, 

which is set at: 

o 8 ppb for aflatoxin B1 and 10 ppb aflatoxin total.  The report specifies that these 

maximum levels for aflatoxin are established in the Regulation (EC) 1881/2006  

o 10 ppb for OTA.  The report specifies this maximum level is established by the Dutch 

Commodities Act on preparation and handling of food and commodities, article 12-1, 

as effectuated in the NVWA intervention policy 

Specific action policy for chemicals in food and drink IB02-SPEC43 (“Specifiek interventiebeleid eet- 

en drinkwaren chemie”) 

See below a link to the website of the Dutch Food Safety association, the pdf document. 

https://www.nvwa.nl/documenten/export/veterinair/ks-documenten/interventiebeleid/ib02-

spec43-eet-en-drinkwaren-chemie-v3 

Extract from the Annex 4, page 15 sets out the OTA limits (the text below is an unofficial translation 

of this law by FRUCOM): 

“2.1 p. 9 General 

For a number of mycotoxins, European Regulations (EU Regulations) prescribe maximum levels, of 

which (EC) No 1881/2006 is the basis. These limits are included in the table. The Dutch Commodities 

Act is in Article 12, paragraph 1, on preparation and handling of food and commodities (BBL), 

determined that fungal toxins in amounts that can be harmful are for public health should be absent 
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in food or drink and raw materials. A level is associated with this for use in daily practice. The 

information required is derived from EFSA opinions, SANCO documents and draft regulations that 

have not yet been published or in force. The resulting numerical values are included in the table in 

italics, to distinguish between the EU limits in bold. “ 

Product Mycotoxin limit in microgram per kilo or litre 

Nuts AFB1 AFtot OTA 

Groundnuts, other 
nuts, oilseeds and 
products thereof 

2 4 10 

Hazelnuts and 
Brazilian nuts 

5 10 10 

Other nuts for 
sorting/handling 

5 10 20 

Almonds, pistachios 
and apricot kernels 

8 10 10 

Groundnuts, hazelnuts 
and Brazilian nuts and 
seeds for 
sorting/handling 

8 15 20 

Almonds, pistachios 
and apricot kernels for 
sorting/handling 

12 15 20 

Kernels and seeds: 
melon seeds, pine 
kernels, pumpkin 
seeds and kernels 
other than apricot 
kernels 

8 10 10 

 

Frequency of controls: 

From 2005 to 2016, so in 11 years: approximately 1450 samples of pistachios, or about 130 per year 

were checked for afla and OTA. The countries of origin were: USA, Iran, Turkey and a small number of 

Spanish samples. 

The first with OTA was in 2005 and immediately very high: 180 ppb. That already resulted in a RASFF 

and the Netherlands acted on the basis of Article 12, first paragraph, specifiek interventiebeleid. 
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